From: Alan Meyers <afmeyers@bu.edu>
Date: Thu, 21 May 2009 17:04:29 -0400
To: Sunny Park <secretariat@wma.net>, <kloiber@wma.net>, John  Williams <williams@wma.net>
Subject: physicians protest appointment of Dr Blachar as president of WMA

Dear WMA Council Chair Dr Edward Hill and the Council,

We the undersigned 725 physicians represent both academic medicine (114 professors) and clinical practice in 43 countries. A matter of grave concern to us, and a threat to the public reputation of the World Medical Association, has brought us together in this perhaps unprecedented medical initiative.  We wish to publicly protest and appeal against the recent appointment  of Dr Yoram Blachar, longstanding President of the Israeli Medical Association, as President of the World Medical Association. We believe that his Presidency makes a mockery of the principles on which the WMA was founded in 1947, which was as a response to egregious abuses by German and Japanese doctors in World War Two. 
The WMA's own Declaration of Tokyo (1975) specifies that "physicians  shall not countenance, condone or participate in the practice of  torture or other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading procedures, and in all situations, including armed conflict and civil conflict". The  WMA Annual General Assembly of 2007 made it clear that inaction was not an option, stating that "this is the first time the WMA has explicitly obliged doctors to document cases of torture of which they become aware. The absence of documenting and denouncing such acts might be considered as a form of tolerance and of non-assistance to the victims".(1)  There are still more recent calls from authoritative academic sources for the international medical community to go much further in actively allying itself with efforts to suppress mistreatment of prisoners. (2) 
Amnesty International concluded as long ago as 1996 that Israeli  doctors working with the security services "formed part of a system in which detainees are tortured, ill treated and humiliated in ways that place prison medical practice in conflict with medical ethics". (3) Dr  Blachar, already IMA President, took no action. Amnesty's briefing to the UN Committee Against Torture in September 2008 "focuses on Amnesty  International's (continuing) concerns about Israel's failure to implement the Convention against Torture in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and the intensification of measures amounting to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and punishment".(4)

A well-publicized report in 2007 by the Public Committee Against Torture in Israel (PCATI), based on the detailed testimony of 9 Palestinian men tortured between 2004 and 2006, gives a graphic  demonstration of the extent to which Israeli doctors continue to form an integral and everyday part of the running of interrogation suites  whose output is torture. (5) The IMA have conceded that they were aware of this report, but did nothing.  More recently, at a meeting on December 10 2008 in Tel Aviv, with Dr Blachar presiding only weeks after his inauguration as WMA President, Physicians for Human Rights-Israel again sought (unsuccessfully) to get the IMA to face this report and all the other evidence in the public domain. 

In its 2008 annual report to the UN Committee Against Torture, the UAT Coalition, a coalition of 14 Israeli and Palestinian human rights organizations, concluded that "since the Committee last reviewed Israel, the practice of torture and ill treatment has continued unabated.  The UAT Coalition wishes to inform the Committee that in its opinion the use of torture and ill treatment by Israeli authorities against Palestinians is both widespread and systematic.  The UAT Coalition has recorded evidence of acts, omissions and complicity by agents of the State at all levels....until this culture of impunity is addressed this situation is unlikely to improve".(6)

In November 2008, PCATI filed a contempt of court motion to the High Court of Justice against the government of Israel and the General  Security Service for their responsibility for a policy that grants a-priori permits to use torture in interrogations. The IMA have never challenged torture as state policy in Israel.

Dr Blachar went as far as to justify the use in Israel of "moderate physical pressure" (condemned as torture by the UN Committee Against Torture) in the fourth paragraph of a letter published in the international medical journal The Lancet in 1997 (7, and attached pdf ). This surely unprecedented action by the president of a national medical association has not been disowned, and renders him unfit for the office of WMA President. In the age of evidence-based medicine his rejection of the documentary record has been unprofessional and frequently contemptuous. On the British Medical Journal (BMJ) website he dismissed a BMJ paper on health and human rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories - which cited Amnesty, Johns Hopkins University, the International Court of Justice, a UN Rapporteur and Physicians for Human Rights-Israel - as "the lies and filth he spews" and "reminiscent of some of the worst forms of anti-semitism ever espoused" (8)  Indeed Dr Blachar has made statements which were untrue, and which he must have known were untrue, on at least 10 occasions in the Lancet and the BMJ in the past decade.(9)  Given that these 2 international medical journals are amongst the world's most prestigious and influential, this is an intended corruption of the public record. 

IMA membership of WMA appears to have been a figleaf:  The IMA website pays lip service to medical ethics but Dr Blachar has overseen a studied failure to take the actions mandated by the Declaration of Tokyo.

 We conclude that under Dr Blachar's leadership the IMA made a decision on political grounds years ago to turn a blind eye to torture in Israel and the institutionalized involvement of doctors. This stance continues with Dr Blachar as WMA President. On an issue that goes to the heart of the moral authority of the profession, Dr Blachar has offered shameful ethical leadership to doctors in Israel and worldwide.

It could scarcely be more scandalous that he now assumes the  Presidency of the official international body overseeing medical ethics.  This appointment will seriously damage the public reputation of the WMA and its work, and risks making it a laughingstock. We call upon the WMA Council to oblige Dr Blachar to step down as a matter of priority. Since the WMA is mandated to ensure that its member associations conform to its codes, we also request an investigation into the IMA record highlighted above.
In view of the public importance of this issue we are copying our letter and supporting documentation to international medical journals and mainstream newspapers for coverage.
We hope to hear from you and the WMA Council as soon as possible please.

Yours sincerely 
Professor Alan Meyers (afmeyers@bu.edu) and 724 other physicians from: United Kingdom, Canada, USA, Lebanon, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Italy, South Africa, Norway, Occupied Palestinian Territories, Malaysia, Switzerland, Algeria, Iraq, Eire, Spain, Australia, India, New Zealand, Germany, France, Sweden, Pakistan, Tunisia, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Greece, Libya, Turkey, Bahrain, Belgium, Peru, Syria, Qatar, Nigeria, Czech Republic, France, Zambia, Denmark, Dubai, Kuwait, Argentina.
 
See full signatory list at end
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 UAT report: Torture and ill-treatment in Israel and the oPt
     
       
           
In its 2008 Annual Report, the United Against Torture Coalition (UAT Coalition), a coalition of 14 Palestinian and Israeli human rights organisations, has undertaken an in-depth and critical analysis of Israel's compliance with the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT). 
The report examines the continued and systemic use of torture by the State of Israel, in both Israel and in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt). 
In accordance with the mandate of the UAT Coalition, the Annual Report focuses on violations against Palestinians, in both the oPt and Israel. The Annual Report is based on material  <http://www.dci-pal.org/english/display.cfm?DocId=836&CategoryId=3> submitted by the UAT Coalition to the United Nations Committee against Torture (the Committee) in September 2008, pending the Committee's periodical review of Israel's compliance with CAT, scheduled for May 2009. 
The Annual Report draws upon the considerable experience of the UAT Coalition membership including more than 80 pages of affidavit material, extracts of which are interspersed throughout. 
In preparing the Annual Report, the UAT Coalition examined the use of torture and ill-treatment by the Israeli authorities against Palestinians from the point of arrest, through interrogation and detention as well as the use of coerced confessions in the military courts. The Annual Report also considers: 
The use of torture and ill-treatment in non-conventional circumstances, including house demolitions, the Gaza siege and the coercion by the Israeli Security Agency (ISA) of medical patients attempting to exit Gaza in order to access necessary medical treatment.  
The continued use of incommunicado detention and lack of prompt access to lawyers for Palestinians detainees.  
The discriminatory nature in which laws and practices are applied to Palestinian detainees compared to Israeli citizens.  
The impunity with which ISA interrogators, police officers and members of the Israeli army torture and abuse Palestinian detainees, including children as young as 12.  
A legislative exemption that allows the ISA to interrogate Palestinian detainees without audio visual recordings as is required in other investigations.  
The failure of the State of Israel to clearly prohibit the use of torture and ill-treatment in its domestic legislation as recommended by the UN Committee. 

The UAT Coalition concludes in its Annual Report that the use of torture and ill-treatment by Israeli authorities against Palestinians is both widespread and systematic. The State is either unwilling or unable to fulfill its treaty obligations under CAT.   The UAT Coalition has observed and recorded evidence of acts, omissions and complicity by agents of the State at all levels, including the army, the intelligence service, the police, the judiciary and other branches of government. The UAT Coalition is of the view that until this culture of impunity is addressed the situation is unlikely to improve.   Contact a DCI-Palestine if you wish to receive a hard copy of the report or read it online <http://www.unitedagainsttorture.org/page.asp?pageID=28>  in English, Arabic or Hebrew.   Source: UAT         
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9.  Untrue statements by Dr Blachar in the British Medical Journal and
the Lancet: 
Blachar Y. BMJ 1996; 313:630. "...the association (IMA) has done its utmost to ensure that Israeli physicians neither directly nor indirectly participate in any acts of torture".

Blachar Y. BMJ 2003; 327:1107. "..a collusion of doctors and torture that does not exist".

Blachar Y. BMJ 2005; 330:254-5. ".. neither the IMA nor WMA is willing to give credence to the half-truths and untruths".

Blachar Y. BMJ 2005; 331;699. (re torture etc) "..the IMA looks into any claims brought to our attention".

Dyer O. BMJ 2007; 334:871 (quoting Blachar) ".. the IMA has on many occasions denounced the use of torture and any involvement by physicians in torture".

 More such statements as Rapid Responses at bmj.com <http://bmj.com/> .

Blachar Y. Lancet 1996; 348:1748. (Re Amnesty report on torture inIsrael) "..our organisation endeavours to ensure that Israeli  physicians neither directly nor indirectly participate in any acts of torture".

Blachar Y. Lancet 1997; 350:1247. "..the IMA has frequently and unequivocally denounced the use of torture". (In 4th para of same letter he defends moderate physical pressure, condemned as torture by UN Committee on Torture!)

Blachar Y. Lancet 2001; 361:425.".. torture is abhorrent and the IMA in no way endorses it".

Blachar Y. Lancet 2003; 361:1827. "..the IMA has also contacted the Ministry of Health to ensure reportage of ethical problems encountered in the course of treatments or any instances of unethical treatment of patients".

Blachar Y. Lancet 2003; 362:252. (re torture) "..IMA has always made it clear that doctors are not to be involved in such acts..to the best of our knowledge, Israeli doctors have not taken part or assisted in such acts".

Blachar Y. Lancet 2003; 362:1675. (re Doctors in Conflict) "..I object strenuously to your implication that I would deviate from a universally accepted code of medical ethics.. the IMA has been working for years to ensure that human and medical rights in the territories 
are maintained".



BACKGROUND BRIEFING:

Prepared by Dr Derek Summerfield (derek.summerfield@googlemail.com) of the UK Medical Committee for Palestine
 
Torture and the Israeli Medical Association: a brief history

 Torture in Israel has a long history and there is a mountain of  documentation in the public realm attesting to it- from both international and regional (Israeli and Palestinian) human rights 
 organisations .

 In 1993 the existence of a "fitness for interrogation" form came to light, to be signed by a doctor. Since interrogation customarily meant torture, the doctors signing these forms were giving the green light to the interrogators and their methods and were thus part of the process themselves.

Amnesty International concluded in 1996 that Israeli doctors working with the security services "formed part of a system in which detainees are tortured, ill-treated and humiliated in ways that place prison medical practice in conflict with medical ethics".Amnesty, and others who approached the Israeli Medical association (IMA) to urge them to take a stand were consistently rebuffed. This too has been the IMA response to published material in mainstream medical journals- notable the British Medical Journal and the Lancet. In reply to one such paper, published in the Lancet in 1997, the longstanding president of the IMA Dr Y Blachar actually justified the use of "moderate physical pressure", the euphemism in Israel for torture, and declared as such by the UN Committee Against Torture! A pdf of this letter is attached.

The moral position and strategic line taken over many years by the IMA was well captured by a remark made by Professor Eran Dolev, than IMA Head of Ethics (yes, Ethics!) in an interview in 1999 with a visiting delegation from the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture, London. Prof Dolev stated that that "a couple of broken fingers" during the interrogation of Palestinians was worthwhile for the information it might garner.  When this was published in the Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine, verified by those present at the interview, Dr Blachar defended Prof Dolev.

Indeed 2 years earlier, after a human rights conference in Gaza in 1997, one of us had written to Dolev in his capacity as Head of Ethics. An Israeli physician had given an account of a medical colleague who had confessed to her that he had removed the intravenous drip from the arm of a seriously ill Palestinian prisoner, and told the man that if he wanted to live, he should co-operate with his interrogators. Dolev was asked to investigate but he never replied, even after reminders.

When an Israeli psychiatrist Dr Ruchama Marton, a psychiatrist, publicised the unethical role that fellow Israeli doctors were playing in detention centres by  labelling seriously mentally ill Palestinian detainees as "malingerers", and denying them treatment, the IMA charged her with slander rather than investigating the allegations.

The titles of 11 Amnesty reports on Israel/OPT between 2002-7 contained the word "torture".

Torture continues to be state policy in Israel. The Israeli human rights documentation centre B'Tselem recently confirmed (April 2007) that almost all Palestinian detainees suffer physical and mental abuse amounting to torture, citing the testimonies of 73 men gathered 
between July 2005 and January 2006. The IMA maintains a studied silence.

No recent firsthand evidence is more telling than that compiled by the Israeli organization Public Committee Against Torture (PCATI), entitled '"Ticking Bombs". Testimonies of Torture Victims in Israel'. Published in May 2007, their report records the detailed testimony of 9 Palestinian men tortured by Israeli security services between 2004 and 2006. Here is graphic demonstration of the conclusions published by Amnesty International in 1996, and over and over again by other 
organisations, that Israeli doctors form an integral and everyday part of the running of the interrogation suites whose output is torture. Doctors, several of whom are actually named, saw the prisoners at various points between episodes of torture (which in one case led to spinal cord damage), did not take a proper history, did not protest on these men's behalf, and typically prescribed simple analgesia before returning them to their interrogators. They did not 
need to ask the prisoners what had happened to them because they knew perfectly well. It is also remarkable that doctors in position of authority were directly involved in several of these cases, and are also named: the Chief Medical Officer of the Israeli Prison Service, Dr Alex Adler; the Chief Medical Officer of Israeli Police Dr.Tzvi Lankovski; and- most telling of all- no less than the Chairman of the Ethics board of the Israeli Medical Association, Professor Avinoam Reches. These accounts carry the imprimateur of a human rights organization of many years standing and high reputation. The named doctors have not demanded a retraction or sued the report's authors in order to clear their names. When 7 of us published a short account in the Lancet, the IMA wrote to us to threaten to sue, though in the same email (which we have retained) they conceded that Professor Reches had been sent a copy at the time. Thus the IMA condemned itself out of its own mouth, since inaction in the face of reputable evidence of torture, and of doctor's involvement, violates the WMA codes- in particular the anti-torture Declaration of Tokyo- to which the IMA is signed up as a member. As the Executive Director of Physicians for Human Rights-Israel put it in the Lancet in 2003, the IMA's collusion with torture is part of "its long tradition of siding with 'national Israeli considerations' rather than with universal medical ethics".

 Amnesty International's briefing to the UN Committee Against Torture of 30 Sept 2008 concludes as before: "This briefing focuses on Amnesty International's concerns about Israel's failure to implement the Convention against Torture in the Occupied Palestinian territories (OPT) and the intensification of measures amounting to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and punishment......."

On 2 Nov 2008, the Public Committee Against Torture in Israel, in conjunction with the Association for Civil Rights in Israel, and  HaMoked, the Centre for the Defence of the Individual, PCATI "filed a contempt of court motion to the High Court of Justice against the government of Israel and its head, Prime Minster, Ehud Olmert, and against the General Security Service (GSS) and its head Yuval Diskin, for their responsibility for a policy that grants a-priori permits to use torture in interrogations that fundamentally violate the High Court of Justice decision of September 1999."

IThe 25 Nov 2008 Annual Report of the United Against Torture Coalition (UAT), posted under Reference 6 above, included more than 80 pages of affidavit material. The Report formed the basis of their submission to the UN Committee Against Torture in September 2008, pending the Committee's next review of Israel's compliance with CAT due in May 2009. The UAT Coalition examined the use of torture and ill-treatment by the Israeli authorities against Palestinians from the point of arrest, through interrogation and detention as well as the use of coerced confessions 
in the military courts.

Please note again the surely devastating conclusions of this Report: “The UAT Coalition concludes that the use of torture and ill-treatment by Israeli authorities against Palestinians is both widespread and systematic. The State is either unwilling or unable to 
 fulfill its treaty obligations under CAT. The UAT Coalition has recorded evidence of acts, omissions and complicity by agents of the State at all levels, including the army, intelligence service, the police, the judiciary and other branches of government. The Coalition is of the view that until this culture of impunity is addressed the situation is unlikely to improve”.

This, then, is a brief account of torture as state policy in Israel, and of the shameful and unethical role played over many years by the IMA and its longstanding President Dr Yoram Blachar as part of the culture of impunity to which the UAT Coalition refers. Those who had cared to examine this record over many years were nonplussed when Dr Blachar became Chair of Council of the World Medical Association in 2003, and are staggered that he now takes the Presidency itself!

We are challenging Blachar's appointment on the torture issue specifically, though the other arm of our case against him and the IMA would be their refusal to hold the Israeli Government and Defence Force to account for their systematic violations of the 4th Geneva Convention specifically those clauses which guarantee the right of a civilian population in a conflict zone to unimpeded access to services vital to life: food, water, health care etc, and which guarantee health workers,clinics, ambulances etc immunity from military action.  The assault on Gaza in December-January 2008-9 amply and terribly demonstrated what Physicians for Human
Rights Israel (for whom I have the greatest respect) wrote at the time of the 2002 invasion of the West Bank. "We believed that the IMA might be able to curb the appalling deterioration in the attitude of Israeli military forces towards Palestinian health and rescue services. Yet despite severe injury to medical personnel and to the ability of physicians to act in safety to advance their patients' interests; despite Israeli shells that have fallen on Palestinian hospitals;despite the killing of medical personnel on duty- IMA has chosen to remain silent." 
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  London, UK   University Kebangsaan Malaysia   Kansas City, USA   
     Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia      
  Dr Gamal Mohamed Hassan      Dr Mario Franzini   
  Consultant Psychiatrist   Dr Efrossini Moureli   General Surgery   
   UK   Psychiatrist   Reggio Emilia, Italy   
     Thessaloniki, Greece      
  Dr Shuaib Mangra      Dr Diana Menzies   
  Occupational Health/Sports Medicine   Dr Muhammad Hussein   Consultant Psychiatrist   
  Cape Town, South Africa   Canada   London, UK   
           
  Dr Simonetta Pagliani   Dr Yasmin Jabr   Dr Ahmad Alramahi   
  General Medicine   Montreal, Canada   Orthopaedic Surgeon   
  Milan, Italy      Amman, Jordan   
     Dr Magda Adly      
  Dr Sare Davutoglu   Anaesthetist   Dr Jose Aparicio Garcia   
  Consultant Obstetrician & Gynaecologist   Cairo, Egypt   Family Practitioner   
  Istanbul, Turkey      Zafra, Spain   
     Dr Kamal Al-Tawil      
  Dr Filippo Bianchetti   Cairo, Egypt   Dr Maged Sonkor   
  Family Medicine      Consultant Physician   
  Varese, Italy   Dr Hina Ansari   Birmingham, UK   
     UK      
  Professor Amina Balafreij         
  Paediatrician         
  Rabat,  Morocco   Dr Christiana Sessa   Dr Liliana Perez   
     Oncology   Anaesthetist   
  Dr Salam Ismael   Bellinzona, Switzerland   Buenos Aires, Argentina   
  Doctors for Iraq         
  Baghdad, Iraq   Dr Shameen Oliviera   Dr Heba Ghazy   
     Respiratory Medicine   Paediatrician   
  Dr Adam Forman      UK   Ain Shams University   
  GP      Cairo, Egypt   
  London, UK   Dr Mahmoud Sehwail      
     General Director   Dr Suhaila Ameeri   
  Dr Merlin Willcox   Treatment & Rehabilitation Centre   Histopathologist   
  GP   Ramallah, Palestine   Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates   
  Oxford, UK         
     Dr Susan Sohonfield   Dr A A Mishal   
  Dr Sally Reynolds   Public Health   Internist Endocrinologist   
  GP   London, UK   Amman, Jordan   
  Oxford, UK         
     Dr Sabba Maqbool   Dr Roberto Maisto   
  Dr Ibrahim Omari   Gastroenterologist   Psychiatrist   
  Family Medicine   Philadelphia, USA   Bologna, Italy   
  American University of Beirut         
  Lebanon   Dr Amin ur Rahman   Dr Ali Al-Hakim   
     Birmingham, UK   ENT surgery   
   Dr Aslam Bhorat      Manchester, UK   
  Urologist   Dr Salah A Kouta      
  Glenwood, South Africa   Consultant Endocrinologist   Dr Aneesa Peer   
     Bury, UK   Psychiatry   
  Dr Zeinab Abrong      London, UK   
  Psychiatrist   Dr Adel Elalfy      
  Tunisia   Physician   Dr Gerhard Lotze   
     Staffordshire, UK   General Practitioner   
  Dr A Basyuni      Heidelberg, Germany   
  Orthopaedic Surgeon   Dr Ghassan Alami      
  Cairo, Egypt   Orthopaedic Surgery   Dr Afra Al Dayel   
     Montreal, Canada   Consultant Haematopathologist   
  Dr K. El Farra      Damman, Saudi Arabia   
  Consultant Gynaecologist   Dr Julia Aram      
  Hertfordshire, UK   Consultant Neurologist   Professor Yahia Dajani   
     Brighton, UK   Consultant Pathologist   
  Dr M. Namazie      Amman, Jordan   
  Anaesthetist   Dr Ahmad Kamal      
  Kuala Lumbur, Malaysia   Orthopaedic Surgeon   Dr Ahmed Sabra   
     Irbid, Jordan   Intensive Care   
  Dr Mikram Malik MBE      Bristol, UK   
  GP   Dr Hyman Sam Glatt      
  Lancashire, UK   GP   Dr Tapanari Eleni   
     Sunderland, UK   Paediatrician   
  Dr As'ad Bhorat      Thessaloniki, Greece   
  Family Physician   Dr Angelo Stefanini      
  South Africa   Dept. of Medicine & Pub. Health   Dr Bahoo Ghalayani   
     University of Bologna, Italy   Al-Awda Hospital   
  Qasim Bhorat      Gaza, Palestine   
  GP   Dr Shahnaz Anwar      
  South Africa   General Physician   Dr Jacqueline Le Corre   
     Karachi, Pakistan   General Physician   
  Dr R Ismail      Gonvix, France   
  GP   Dr Hussein Nagi      
  South Africa   Consultant in Pain Management   Dr Elia Abi-Jaoude   
     Birmingham, UK   Psychiatry   
  Dr Z. Goondiwala      York, Canada   
  Family Physician   Dr Hoda Mer      
  Johannesberg, South Africa   Dept of Pathology/Laboratory Med.   Dr Atalla Hamada   
     New Jersey Medical School, USA   Plastic Surgery   
  Dr George Nossar      Qatar   
  Specialist Occupational Medicine   Dr Mohammed Yunus      
  New South Wales, Australia   Internal Medicine   Dr Robert Dickson   
     Florida, USA   Family Practitioner   
  Dr Amr Salem      Calgary, Canada   
  Ear, Nose & Throat   Dr Zein Khairullah      
  Leicester, UK   Hospital Director      
     Aleppo, Syria      
  Prof M  Darrat         
  Assistant Professor, Anaesthesia      Dr Mohamed Khodr   
  Hamilton,  Canada   Dr Tim Khater   Public Health   
     Ophthalmologist   Virginia, USA   
  Raymond Brown   Texas, USA      
  Consultant Paediatrician      Dr Jamshid Marvasti   
  Buckinghamshire, UK   Dr Malcolm Dow   Child & Adult Psychiatrist   
     Medicine   Manchester, USA   
  Dr Marco Albonico   Derby, UK      
  Specialist Infectious Diseases      Dr Amal Shamma   
  Turin, Italy   Dr Sharof Ibrahim   Paediatrician   
     Paediatric Orthopaedic Surgeon   Kuwait   
  Dr Nabil Sultan   Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia      
  Chief Nephrology Fellow      Dr M F Kamal   
  Univ. of Western Ontario, Canada   Dr F Shaikh   Jordan University   
     GP   Amman, Jordan   
  Dr Mohammed Naji   Durban, South Africa      
  Anaesthetist      Dr Maqsood Khan   
  Virginia, USA   Dr J Qadri   Internal Medicine   
     Obstetrics &Gynaecology   Chicago, USA   
  Dr Maged Agour   Orlando, USA      
  Psychiatrist      Dr Ayman Askari   
  Cambridge, UK   Dr Fahmida Chowdhury   Consultant Rheumatologist   
     Clinical Research Fellow in Epilepsy   Sheffield, UK   
  Dr Fahed Al-Daour   King's College, London UK      
  GP trainee      Dr Sarimah Omar   
  Mansfield, UK   Dr Basil Ridha   Radiologist   
     Neurology Registrar   Melaka, Malaysia   
  Dr Duaa Bakri Saeed   London, UK      
  Internist      Dr Renza Martinelli   
  Blackburn, UK   Dr Sam Fateema   Occupational Medicine   
     Internal Medicine   Reggio Emilio, Italy   
  Dr Nabil Asfour   Pennsylvania, USA      
  Internal medicine      Dr Agnese Moro   
  Saskatoon, Canada   Dr Ghizlane Zoulati   Cardiologist & General Medicine   
     GP   Treviso, Italy   
  Dr Khalid Al Wahhabi   Taza, Morocco      
  General Surgeon      Alfred Homsy   
  Riyadh, Saudi Arabia   Dr Zakaria Siddiqui   Anaesthesia   
     Psychiatry   Cote-des-Neiges, Canada   
  Dr M C Solwa   Omaha, USA      
  Family Physician      Dr Beukhalifa Riadh   
  Durban, South Africa   Dr Masood Ansari   Psychiatry   
     Internal & Emergency Medicine   Canada   
  Dr George Longstreth   Tampa, USA      
  Gastroenterologist      Dr Iziki Abderrahim   
  San Diego, USA   Dr Ismail Kaloul   General Medicine   
     Anaesthetics   Canada   
  Dr Ahmed Manjra   Val-d'or, Canada      
  Paediatrician      Yashar Salek   
  Westville, South Africa   Dr Tareq Aldabbas   Family Medicine   
     Neurology   Willowdale, Canada   
  Dr Suleiman Nayal   Czech Republic      
  Gastroenterologist      Dr Hassan Mostafa   
  Canada   Dr Habib Rahman   Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery   
     Consultant Surgeon in Trauma   London, Canada   
  Dr Bouchamma Sakina    & Orthopaedics, Solihull, UK      
  Endocrinology      Asif Kazmi   
  Canada   Dr Rafael Gracia Ballarin   Pediatrics   
     Family Physician   Toronto, Canada   
  Dr Olivier Dezeustre   Alava, Spain      
  Rheumatology      Dr Muhammad Shoib   
  Canada   Dr A M Faghihi   Dermatology   
     Radiology   Lahore, Pakistan   
  Dr Grabois   London, UK      
  Stomatology      Dr Fasahat Wasty   
  Canada   Dr Muin Fedah   Pathology   
     Director, In Vitro Fertilisation   London, Canada   
  Dr Said Sellam   & Genetics Centre, Amman, Jordan      
  Medecin General, Emergency Medicine      Dr Abde Ikhalek Beu Rejeb   
  Canada   Dr Fouad Siddiqui   France   
     Consultant Physician      
  Dr Ismail Jalili   Birmingham, UK      
  Opthamologist      Dr Adeel Mahmood   
  Stamford, UK   Dr F Rahman   Family Medicine   
     Pathologist   Mississauga, Canada   
  Dr Arti Maini   Nova Scotia, Canada      
  London, UK      M. A.Diwan   
     Dr Masood Shariff   Ears, Nose & Throat   
  Dr Luay Kafienah   Psychiatry Residency   Guelph, Canada   
  Walsall, UK   Philadelphia, USA      
        François  Milette   
  Dr Manaf Ubaidat   Dr Sheraz Butt   Pathology   
  Bathurst, Canada   Copenhagen, Denmark   Longeuil, Canada   
           
  Dr Dina Al Khatib      Loraine Telleria   
  Bathurst, Canada   Dr Mariaguilia Agnoletto   Medecine Familiale   
     Psychiatrist   Ville Saint-Pierre, Canada   
  Dr Omer Moghraby   Milan, Italy      
  Child & Adolescent Psychiatry      Dr Carinne Minne   
  London, UK   Dr Bilal Butt   Consultant Forensic Psychiatrist   
     GP   London,  UK   
  Dr Shasnkar Vijayodeva   Rochdale, UK      
  Harrow, UK      Ahmed Ahmed   
     Dr Nadeem Jilani   Chief of Standards Committee   
  Dr Nazem Alzalam   Specialist Registrar in Paediatrics   Paediatrics   
  Family Medicine   Manchester, UK   Thompson, Canada   
  Pediatrics, Canada         
   Dr Joseph El-Khoury   Dr Zeyn Green-Thompson   Dr S Gardee   
  Adult Psychiatrist   Specialist Registrar   Family Practice   
  Oxford, UK   Cambridge, UK   Ottawa, Canada   
           
  Dr Hashim Reza   Dr Urfan Zahoor Amed   Dr Abdel-Nacer Akkache   
  General Psychiatry   Copenhagen, Denmark   Surgery   
  London, UK      Blida, Algeria   
     Dr Giovanni Pettenella      
  Dr Tayyeb Tahir   GP   Dr Jamila Khatri   
  Consultant Liaison Psychiatrist   Verona, Italy   Surgery   
  University Hospital of Wales, UK      Blida, Algeria   
     Dr Jawad Yahya Hadi      
  Dr Sadia Malick   Cons. Internist & Cardiologist   Dr Farida Mokhtari   
  Clinical Lecturer   Amman, London   Resuscitation Medicine   
  Birmingham University, UK      Blida, Algeria   
     Dr Achilla D'Anna      
  Dr Hanif Awan   General Medicine      
  Accident & Emergency Registrar   Milan, Italy   Dr Kamal Mattar   
  Oldham, UK      Urology   
     Dr Jane Hamilton   Toronto, Canada   
  Dr Mario Valpe   Consultant Perinatal Psychiatrist      
  Speccialist in General Medicine   West Lothian, UK   Dr Ayesha Jafri   
  Rome, Italy      Office Medical Director   
     Dr Adi Hadi   Rockville, USA   
  Dr Yasser Tolba   Consultant Psychiatrist      
  Academic Dept of Anaesthesia   Luton, UK   Dr Anthony Duerksen   
  Intensive Care, Birmingham, UK      Family Medicine   
     Dr Umar Abdulaziz   Toronto, Canada   
  Dr Wilfred Sircus    Nigeria      
  Gastroenterologist      Dr Hisham Alsher   
  St. Andrews, UK   Dr Anna Athow   Medical Technology/Physician   
     Consultant Surgeon   Toronto, Canada   
  Dr Santa di Prima   London, UK      
  Internist      Dr Walid Abdel Wahed   
  Turin, Italy   Dr Ahmed Bayoumi   Gaza, Palestine   
     Internal Medicine      
     University of Toronto, Canada   Dr William Ralph   
        USA   
  Dr Simon Lewin         
  Public Health      Dr Ibrahim Renno   
  Oslo, Norway   Dr Bahaa Ghalayani   Anaesthesiology   
     Head of Department   Shawinigan, Canada   
  Dr Tia MacGregor   Al Awda Hospital, Gaza, Palestine      
  GP      Dr Lois Yelland   
  Oxford, UK   Dr Mazen El-Zibdeh   Medical Health Officer   
     Senior Consultant   Vancouver, Canada   
  Dr Roberto Ruani   Obstetrics & Gynaecology      
  Psychiatrist   Amman, Jordan   Dr Georges Lévesque   
  Bologna, Italy      Chargé d'enseignement clinique,   
     Dr Ohnmar John   Université McGill, Médecine d'urgence   
  Dr Clementina Peris   GP   Notre-Dame-de-Grace, Canada   
  Gynaecological Endocrinology   Melbourne, Australia      
  Turin, Italy      Dr John M Tallon   
     Dr N Naggar   Emergency Medicine and Trauma   
  Dr Miriam Garfinkle   President of Arabmed   Halifax, Canada   
  Family Physician   Freiberg, Germany      
  Toronto, Canada      Dr H M Azzam   
     Dr Safiya Ahsan   Vice President for Medical Services   
  Dr Piersabatino Deola   Internist   Obstetrics & Gynaecology   
   Italy   London, UK   Thompson, Canada   
           
     Dr Ibrahim Taher   Dr Michaela Beder   
  Dr Talib Abbas   Consultant Microbiologist   Psychiatry   
  Consultant Psychiatrist   Ottawa, Canada   Toronto, Canada   
  Kent, UK         
     Dr Layth Yahya Ibrahim   Dr Fayad Hamideh   
  Dr Jonathan Fluxman   King Hussein Cancer Centre   Internal Medicine   
  GP   Amman, Jordan   Irvine, Canada   
  UK         
     Dr Yamina Quahrani      
  Dr Paul Lévesque   Resuscitation Medicine   Dr Lalla Latifa Aboussiba   
  Chargé d'enseignement clinique   Blida, Algeria   Gynaecologist, Medecin Legiste   
  Emergency Physician      Morocco   
     Dr D. Allouache      
  Dr Berry Beaumont   Surgeon   Dr Sajida Hussain   
  GP   Blida, Algeria   Pathology/Obstetrics   
  London, UK      Pierrefonds, Canada   
     Dr Zouhir Afiane      
  Dr Edward Morris   Surgery   Neueen Elkholy   
  General Practitioner   Blida, Algeria   Family Practice   
  Witney,  UK      New Jersey, USA   
     Dr Omar Benmeberik      
  Dr Alaa Dekis   Surgical Resident   Dr Basma El Mor   
  Resident, Internal Medicine   Blida, Algeria   Psychiatrist   
  Quebec, Canada      Cairo, Egypt   
     Dr Fatiha Kadri      
     General Medicine   Dr Ragia el Gerzawi   
     Blida, Algeria   Clinical Pathologist   
        Cairo, Egypt   
  Montréal, Canada   Dr Zeidu Fodhil      
     Surgery   Dr Raisa Malik   
  Dr Sakeer Hussain   Blida, Algeria   GP   
  USA      Burnley, UK   
     Dr Kartina Noor      
  Dr  Ahmed Elsehety   Clinical Microbiology   Dr Manof Ubaidat   
  Southwestern Institute   University Kebangsaan, Malaysia   General Pathologist   
  of Neurology, Texas, USA      Bathurst, Canada   
     Dr H. Medjdoub      
  Dr Saskeer Hussain   Surgeon   Dr Shankar Vijaydeva   
  Haematology & Oncology   Blida, Algeria   GP   
  Council Bluffs, USA      UK   
     Dr Rachid Elghribi      
  Dr Samir Monir   Physician   Dr Sameer Abdul Hadi   
  USA   Blida, Algeria   Family Physician   
        Canada   
           
  Dr Radi Ahmad      Dr Jeremy Isaacs Neurology London   
  Consultant Nephrologist         
  Amman, Jordan   Dr Salwa Abu Afieh   Dr David Nicholl Dept of Neurology City Hospital Birmingham,  UK   
     Family Physician      
  Dr Ali Hadi   Canada   Dr Abdulla Darwish Pathologist Bahrain   
  Consultant Psychiatrist         
   Luton UK   Dr Sharif Nasr President, Diagnostic Informatics New Jersey,  USA   Dr Khalid Al-Abbadey Consultant Psychiatrist Hampshire, UK   
           
  Dr Arid Bjorndal      Dr Shireen Kassam Haematology London   UK   
  Public Health   Dr Zeeshan Ramzan      
  Oslo, Norway   Fellow in Gastroenterology   Dr K S Majeed Forensic Psychiatrist New Zealand   
     Philadelphia, USA      
  Dr Paul Malone      Dr Pau Perez Psychiatrist, Hospital La Paz Madrid, Spain   
  Plastic Surgery   Saren Azer      
  Manchester, UK   Clinical Investigator      
     Respiratory Medicine, Canada      
  Dr Esperanza Diaz         
  General Practice   Dr Jay Brophy   Dr Susan Schonfield Public Health Consultant London,   UK   
  Bergen, Norway   Cardiology & Epidemiology      
     Montreal, Canada   Dr Azhar Abdul Aziz Consultant Emergency Physician Doha, Qatar   
  Dr David Dash         
  Cardiothoracic Medicine   Dr Shehnaz Nadir Ali   Dr Eid Mustafa Plastic Surgeon Past President National Arab American Medical Association Wichita Falls,  USA   
  Canada   Ex. Head of Paediatrics Dept.      
     Surrey, Canada      
  Dr Sarah Zaher         
  Opthalmology   Dr Asmal Bil   Dr Mohd Abed Al Karkhi Psychiatrist Iraq   
  London, UK   Professional Lead Surgeon      
     Neurosurgery, Canada   Dr Rofaat Shokeik Gastroenterologist Tripoli,   Lebanon   
  Dr Samir Shaheen-Hussain         
  Paediatrics   M.Tabib   Dr Gassan Maassarani   
  Montreal, Canada   Radiology   Neurology Tripoli,  Lebanon   
     Windsor, Canada      
  Dr Omar Abu-Hijleh      Dr Hisham Solayman   
  Consultant Endocrinologist   Dr Shazia Peer Ear, Nose, Throat Registrar Cape Town, South Africa   Tripoli,  Lebanon   
  Amman, Jordan         
     Dr Nazia Peer Registrar in Public Health Cape Town,  South Africa      
  Dr Giuliana Bondielli    Dr Rachid Omar Neurology Tripoli,  Lebanon   Dr Hassan Masri Anaesthetics Tripoli,  Lebanon   
  General Medicine         
  Massa, Italy   Dr Rachid Mohamad Neurology Tripoli,  Lebanon   Dr Junaid Al Khaznachi   
        Internal Medicine Amman,  Jordan.   
  Dr Jose Tallon Aviles   Dr Abomohammad Hawarey Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon Amman,  Jordan      
  Family Doctor      Dr Bernhard Klinghammer   
  Irun, Spain   Dr Waseem Barham King Hussein Cancer Center Amman,  Jordan   Anaesthetics   
        Ronnenberg, Germany   
  Dr Olav Thorssen   Dr Ritika Goel      
  Stavanger, Norway   Family Medicine   Dr Saideh Khadir   
     Toronto, Canada   Emergency Medicine   
  Dr Juan Enrique Cimas      Saint-Lambert, Canada   
  Family Doctor   Dr Kamel Afifi Orthopaedics Amman,  Jordan      
  Asturias, Spain      Dr Georges Jalaby MN Angels Clinic Toledo,   USA      
           
  Dr Mohammad Habbal Consultant Physician Damman,  Saudi Arabia   Dr Fouad Rifai President, Islamic Medical Association Lebanon      
           
  Dr Lanny Smith USA   Dr Veronica Chinchon Psychiatry London,  UK      
 
  
  
   
 
  
  
   
 
  
  
   
 
  
  
   
 
  
  
   
 
  
  
   
 
  
  
   
 
  
  
   
 
  
  
   
 
  
  

